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It1s well established that Japanese Hizen ceramics were
exported in large amounts to Southeast Asia during the
second half of the 17th century. In Mainland Southeast Asia,
Hizen porcelain fragments have been recovered from many
archaeological sites in Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, and the
Lao PDR. However, the number and volume of Hizen’s earliest )
) ) . Early Imari ware,
porcelain or so-called “Early Imari ware”, produced during the | )
Hizen porcelain,

_ N _ . R n 1630~1650s is yet very few. Vientiane was established as Lao’ ]
SHR - T4 TvF v BEEA E7K 38 (Lao Trade ceramics,

BERHEN ] 73-79 |s capital of Lane Xang in 1560. A large-scaled excavation HAZE
HTOVHRFLE National Museum) Lane Xang
survey was undertaken recently in the old city of Vientiane to Kingd
ingdom,
find 285 pieces of Hizen ceramics in total. My detailed ] & )
Vientiane

analysis confirms the four specimens of “Early Imari ware”
among them. How were Japanese earliest porcelains
transported and brought into this inland, remote and small
capital? This brief paper reports their attributes and

characteristics as well as discussing archaeological insights,

in terms of foreign ceramic trade in Mainland Southeast Asia
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